
 
April 26, 2016 
 
 
CIRCULAR LETTER 2016-11 
 
NBIS METRIC 13 – LOAD RATINGS – AASHTOWARE TRAINING 

 
COUNTY ENGINEERS / SUPERINTENDENTS OF HIGHWAYS                                      
MUNICIPAL ENGINEERS / DIRECTORS OF PUBLIC WORKS / MAYORS 
METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATIONS – DIRECTORS  
CONSULTING ENGINEERS 
  
The purpose of this Circular Letter is to provide additional information regarding 
expected future load rating policies, and to inform you of an upcoming training 
opportunity targeted to those personnel performing load ratings.  Circular Letter  
2016-10 provided information to make bridge owners aware of changes to the 
procedures for assigning load ratings to structures in Illinois, and to facilitate 
processes for the adaptation of new load rating procedures.  CL2016-10 also 
indicated that beginning July 1, 2017, we expect submittal of the structure plans and 
load rating results to the Department will be required for all new construction, 
rehabilitations, and other work affecting the load capacity of a structure.  
  
We expect that all load ratings will need to be performed with AASHTOWare software, 
or compatible software, in order to be usable with the Illinois Transportation 
Automated Permit (ITAP) system and software used by the Department.  Please be 
aware the 2016 AASHTO Rating and Design Bridge User Group (RADBUG) meeting 
will be held this year on August 2-3, 2016 at the Embassy Suites Chicago – 
Downtown, 600 N. State Street.  This is an excellent opportunity to learn more about 
AASHTOWare and get some hands-on experience at a reasonable cost, and we 
encourage participation.  See link at 2016 AASHTO RADBUG Meeting.  
 
Questions regarding this circular letter may be directed to the Local Policy and 
Technology Unit at (217) 785-5048 or DOT.LocalPolicy@illinois.gov.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Salmon O. Danmole, P.E.     D. Carl Puzey, P.E., S.E. 
Acting Engineer of  Acting Engineer of 
Local Roads and Streets  Bridges and Structures 
 
JK/tw 
cc: Dan Brydl, FHWA - Illinois Division 
 Gary Iles, Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
 Elias Ajami, Illinois State Toll Highway Authority 
 Eric Seibring, Illinois Association of County Engineers 

Joe Schatteman, Illinois Municipal League 
 Bryan Smith, Township Officials of Illinois 
 Christine Filbert, Township Highway Commissioners of Illinois 

http://www.cvent.com/events/2016-radbug-meeting/event-summary-5fec415091594aa8ad932048683034ba.aspx
mailto:DOT.LocalPolicy@illinois.gov

